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Deliverable 1.10 Final plan for long-term integration of the NoE  

 

1. Objectives 

The objective of the activities reported in this deliverable is the establishment of a stable structure of 

durable integration that will outlive the project itself. One of the main targets that we aim to achieve is 

that, besides being viable and economically feasible, the chosen mechanism should be open and 

attractive to the community of companies, research centers, universities, etc., that are active in the 

nanophotonics for energy efficiency topic. 

 

WP1 Creating a Nanophotonics for Energy Efficiency Forum  

Del. N. WP Lead Del. leader Deliverable title Del. month 

D1.10 1 ICFO Gonçal Badenes 
Final plan for long-term integration of the 
NoE 

63 

 

2. Work progress and achievements during the period 

The conclusion of the initial study and discussions carried out during this first year of the Nanophotonics 

for Energy network of excellence was that the most promising options to be further investigated towards 

lasting integration are the collaboration/integration with either the Nanophotonics Europe Association 

and/or the European Optical Society. 

 

As a consequence, it was agreed at the Management Meeting that took place in March 2011 in Munich 

that the partners of the Network will start the procedure to become members of the Nanophotonics 

Europe Association. In parallel to that, contacts with EOS were initiated. 

 

Besides these collaborations, during the last reporting period we have vastly enhanced and expanded 

the Associate Membership scheme. The number of Associate Members has increased from 4 at the end 

of Year 2, to 22 at the end of Year 3, 41 at the end of Year 4, and 57 at the end of the project with a good 

number of industrial, R&D and academic institutions. As detailed in deliverable D1.9, most Associate 
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Members have actively participated in project activities. The inclusion of such a vast number of external 

participants in project activities can be seen as a significant achievement, as it was not originally 

envisioned in the contract. In terms of long-term integration it is a very important asset: the trust that 

has been built through interactions and collaborations will persist beyond project duration and will 

undoubtedly result in future collaborative activities. 

 

Table 1. Number of Associate Members 2010-2015 

 

 

 

The durable nature of the network collaborations has been formalized through the signature of a 

Memorandum of Understanding (see Appendix), where the Consortium Members take the compromise 

to continue their collaborations beyond the project duration. 

 

Besides these actions, the Network of Excellence has secured the compromise of organizing a 

nanophotonics workshop at the EU-PVSEC conference (the main photovoltaics event in Europe) and at 

ForumLED. These workshops will take place on a bi-yearly basis. 

 

  

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

1 2 3 4 5+

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

A
ss

o
ci

a
te

 M
e

m
b

e
rs

Project Year



                    

            

 

            4       

Nanophotonics for Energy Efficiency 

3. Conclusions 

The long-term integration strategy of the N4E Network of Excellence is now available and contains 

several key components: 

 

¶ Links to established, existing institutions with a solid European base through collaboration 

agreements with the Nanophotonics Europe Association and the European Optical Society. One 

of the main missions of the Nanophotonics Europe Association is to promote Nanophotonics and 

build industry-academia links and thus is highly relevant for the project and will also provide 

support in that respect beyond project duration. As a matter of fact, the Nanophotonics Europe 

Association has already co-organised some of the industrial-relevant events that took place 

within N4E like the EU-PVSEC and ForumLED workshops. 

¶ Openness to all interested parties, through the Associate Membership scheme. Associate 

Members have had significant participation levels in the Seed Project scheme and Research 

Exchange programme and have been informed of all the activities in the project. This scheme 

has proven its usefulness by the fact that more than 80% of the current Associate Members are 

actively participating in the Network. 

¶ A unified entry point for anyone seeking collaborations or services related to nanophotonics and 

energy efficiency. A consolidated view of the resources and expertise available in the Network is 

avaƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ¦ǎέ ǇŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǇŀƎŜΦ  

¶ All these elements will continue being operational beyond the end of the Project. 

¶ A bi-yearly workshop on nanophotonics for photovoltaics (at EU-PVSEC) and for solid-state 

lighting (at ForumLED) will be organized on a bi-yearly basis. 

¶ A Memorandum of Understanding has been signed by all members of the Consortium with the 

compromise to continue collaborations beyond the duration of the Project. 
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